
MAYLAND/MAYLANDSEA 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Your Village, Your Future - Referendum July 2025 

What is this Plan? A local planning policy document created by your 

Parish Council after 4 years of community consultation that will guide how 
our village develops until 2042. 

Why vote YES? This plan gives residents a voice in development 

decisions alongside national and local planning policies. 

 

🏘️ DEVELOPMENT GUIDANCE 

What the Plan provides: 

 Policy guidance against development south of Steeple Road - 

aims to protect village character 
 Brownfield sites priority- encourages reuse of existing developed 

land before greenfield 
 Small-scale development preference - promotes development 

that fits with existing village pattern 
 40% affordable homes target on developments of 10+ houses 

 Walking distance guidance - encourages new homes within 10 
minutes’ walk of shops/school 

 Density guidance - around 20 dwellings per hectare to match 
village character 

Design guidance: 

 Building lines - encourages new homes to respect existing street 
patterns 

 Garden sizes - recommends back gardens at least 10m deep, front 
gardens appropriate to street character 

 Privacy considerations - suggests 20m minimum between rear-
facing windows 

 Height limits - supports maximum 2 storeys to maintain village 
scale 

Development guidance considers: 

 Flood risk areas (Zones 2 & 3) 
 Areas that would harm wildlife habitats 



 Locations that would create traffic safety issues 

 

🚗 INFRASTRUCTURE & TRAFFIC SAFETY 

Traffic management aims: 

 Village gateways at Steeple Road junctions to slow traffic 

 Speed reduction along The Drive and Imperial Avenue 
 Safe crossing points near school and Lawling Park 

 Limiting increased HGV traffic on village roads 

Parking guidance: 

 Off-street parking provision - recommends minimum 1 space for 

1-2 bed homes, 2 spaces for 3+ bed homes 
 Parking design standards- encourages well-landscaped parking 

that doesn't dominate street scene 
 Permeable driveways - recommended to prevent flooding 

 Electric vehicle charging points - encouraged for all new homes 
 Cycle storage - recommended for every home 

New development encouraged to provide: 

 Walking/cycling routes - connecting to existing paths 
 Bus service contributions - where appropriate 

 

🌳 PROTECTING VILLAGE CHARACTER 

Design preferences: 

 Pitched roofs - using slate or red pantile - reflecting local building 
traditions 

 Red brick or render facades - using traditional Essex materials 
 Chimney stacks encouraged - maintaining village roofline 

character 
 Bay windows and traditional features - enhancing street appeal 

 Front and back gardens - for all new homes 
 Active frontages - avoiding blank walls facing streets 

 Tree-lined streets and green spaces 

Boundary treatments: 



 Low walls and hedges for boundaries - discouraging high fencing 

facing streets 
 Local materials - red brick walls, native hedgerows 

Dark skies protection: 

 Minimal street lighting - preserving rural night-time character 

 PIR-controlled security lighting - preference 

 Light pollution minimisation - to protect wildlife and neighbours 

Environmental priorities: 

 10% biodiversity gain - on all developments 
 Energy efficient buildings- "Future Homes Standard" 

 Preserve existing trees -and plant new ones 

 

🌊 FLOOD RESILIENCE & WATER 

MANAGEMENT 

Sustainable drainage priorities: 

 Sustainable drainage (SuDS) encouraged on all developments 
 Rainwater harvesting - systems supported 

 Permeable paving - for driveways and paths 
 Natural flood prevention - through landscaping 

 Avoiding building in Flood Zones 2 & 3 - protecting lives and 
property 

 

� WILDLIFE & BIODIVERSITY 

Wildlife-friendly features encouraged: 

 Bird and bat boxes - built into new homes 

 Wildlife corridors - through connected gardens 
 Native tree species - reinforcing local landscape character 

 Pond creation - where appropriate 
 Pollinator-friendly planting - in all green spaces 

 Protection of existing hedgerows - and mature trees 

 

 



🏛️ COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

What's supported: 

 Existing community facilities - policies support retention 

 Imperial Avenue shops - enhancement with better parking/public 
realm 

 Lawling Park improvements - modern community hub 

 Riverside access -protection and improvement 

New facilities supported: 

 Healthcare services 
 Childcare provision - for 0-2 year olds 

 Community spaces  - that can be used flexibly 

 Allotments - currently none in village despite need 

 

📡 MODERN AMENITIES 

Digital infrastructure: 

 Gigabit broadband - for all new homes 
 5G mobile coverage - improvements 

 Home working spaces - supported 

Sustainable features: 

 Solar panels and heat pumps encouraged 

 Water efficiency measures recommended 
 Cycle parking at all commercial premises 

 

🎯 WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU VOTE YES? 

✅ Additional planning guidance - developers will need to consider 

these detailed design preferences 
✅ Community voice in development decisions alongside national and 

local policies 
✅ Infrastructure improvements encouraged through development 

✅ Village character considerations given weight in planning decisions 

✅ High-quality design - guidance ensuring new homes consider local 
character 



✅ Environmental considerations with flood resilience and wildlife 

enhancement priorities 

 

� WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU VOTE NO? 

✅ Limited local input - decisions made using only national policies and 

Maldon District Council Local Plan 
✅ Reduced community voice in development decisions 

✅ Less detailed guidance for developers on local character 
✅ Fewer specific policies addressing village-specific issues 

✅ Less influence on design standards for new development 

 

🗳️ YOUR VOTE MATTERS 

When: 31st July 2025 

Who can vote: All registered voters living in Mayland Parish 
What you need: Just turn up with ID - no postal ballot needed 

Result: If more than 50% vote YES, this plan becomes part of the local 
planning framework 

This plan has been 11 years in the making with extensive community 

consultation. It reflects what YOU told us you want for our village's future. 

Important Note: This Neighbourhood Plan will work alongside national 

planning policies and Maldon District Council's Local Plan. Planning 
applications will be considered against all relevant policies, and decisions 

may vary based on individual circumstances and material considerations. 

Questions? Contact: clerk@maylandparish.gov.uk or 
visit maylandparish.gov.uk 

 

mailto:clerk@maylandparish.gov.uk
http://maylandparish.gov.uk/

